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● Thousands of digital 
objects: photographs, 
documents, 
newspaper articles 
harvested by students 
from newspaper 
databases, PA State 
Archives, and 
Historical Society of 
Dauphin County











Digital City

• 1901 Atlas = 12,000 homes, 
50,000 individuals

• 1929 Atlas = 17,000 homes, 
80,00 individuals 





Immigration in early 
1900s



African-American Households 1900 and 1910



Interactive 
and 

Searchable 
Map of 

Harrisburg

https://digitalharrisburg.com/harrisburg1900/






Poetry in Place cultivates connections 

to the rich cultural, historical and 

ecological roots of Harrisburg through 

field trips to significant places in and 

around the city. Field trips are followed 

by poetry workshops with guest poets 

which invite youth to bring their own 

perspectives and experiences of the 

city through poetry.    

--Poetry in Place, Center for Public Humanities



Poetry in Place





1. Historical 
Photographs & 
Documents

2. Historical 
Research



8th Ward in 1900



8th Ward in 1910 – 1,885 people and 462 
Buildings



The displacement of families of 
the Old Eighth Ward







Music is My Life, by Wesley Pena

Music is my life.
Shoo shoo do din do din din shoo shoo pop
Here in my neighborhood I hear jazz music all
over the place.

Music is my life.

I love going to 2nd Baptist Church (the church
Daddy and I founded) and hearing the choir
sing
those beautiful songs that play in my head all
day
Amazing grace how sweet the sound.

Music is my life.
I love opera, just this year, Marian Anderson
came to our town
And we all crowded into the Board of Trade
Auditorium to hear her!
Deep river, My home is over Jordan. Deep
river, Lord.
I want to cross over into campground.

Music is my life.




