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Future universities and climate change
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Multiple engagement levels

HOW HIGHER EDUCATION ENGAGES
WITH THE CLIMATE CRISIS

HIGHER EDUCATION
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Climate change on campus

Buildings = Food systems
Power = Basic needs

Transportation ® Relocation from
Green IT? water, desert
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https://www.carbonbrief.org/explainer-desertification-and-the-role-of-climate-change/
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Climate change impacts

Research:

= Fields expand, contract

= New domains, disciplines
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Climate change impacts

Support?

 How to preserve
endangered sites, materials

= DPolitical pressures
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Academic travel?
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Climate change impacts

Teaching: curricula:

= Expand current work

» Add new microcredentials,
programs, centers
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Climate change impacts
Teaching: pedagogies:
= Project based

= Inquiry based

» Simulations/gaming
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Climate change impacts

Role of academia in the crisis:
= Work with local efforts?

= (Collaboration/friction
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Climate change impacts

Role of academia in the crisis:

= Public intellectuals?
» Lead mitigation?

= Support climate migrants?

= Global alliances?
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Multiple engagement levels

HOW HIGHER EDUCATION ENGAGES

WITH THE CLIMATE CRISIS
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http://futureofeducation.us/

twitter.com/bryanalexander

Bryan

Alexander

CONSULTING
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Snapshot

Founded 1874

Block Plan since 1970
2,425 students

80 majors, minors,
specialized programs
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15t in Rocky Mountain Region

8th in North America
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EnAct: Students from the EnAct Club join the
Global Climate Strike in CO Springs

30



Bold Actions to Address the Climate Crisis

31



Bold Actions to Address the Climate Crisis

Reducing On-Campus
Emissions by 75%

100% Renewable Energy
Campus Engagement
Community Partnerships
Efficiency Upgrades
Building Renovations

Carbon Offsets
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Tree Semester

Teaching & Research in Environmental Education
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Anthropology

Econ. & Business

Political Science

Southwest Studies

Race, Ethnicity & Mathematics &
Migration Studies Computer Science

28 out of 30 academic departments at CC
offer courses that focus on sustainability

Organismal Biology Environmental Studies
& Ecology Program

History

Geology

Philosophy

Sociology
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EN330: Greek Myth &
Environmental Change

EV206: Ecology &

the Environment f H ¥ Axz50: Engaging
COP27 in Egypt as
Ethnographers

BE440: Island Ecology
MU228: Environment & Sound ED250: Environmental Justice:
GY: Geochronology R Education, Policy, & Action
BE200: Field Ecology
€0300: Climate Narratives
AN308: Climate & Hum
SW220: Archeology of the Behavior
American Southwest

o> .
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Sustainability Focused Field Based & Abroad Blocks
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Student/Faculty Collaborative
Research

1/5 of faculty conduct research that
focuses on elements of sustainability

1/3 of departments have at least one
member engaging in sustainability
focused research
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Anthropology Dept. Students at
COP27, staffing the Youth
Environmental Alliance for Higher
Education exhibit booth

Public Interest Fellowship Program: State of the Rockies: Student research around social
Connecting students to CO nonprofits and political challenges in the West

Office of Sustainability: Opportunities for students to lead CCE: Supporting student community
sustainability initiatives across campus engagement in CO Springs
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PACIFIC UNION COLLEGE

NAPA VALLEY, CALIFORNTIA
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Private, Christian, liberal arts
college

140 years
Over 800 students

Over 70 degree programs

including nursing and health
sciences, business, science
and technology, behavioral
sciences, communication
and visual arts
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Environmental Efforts

Water reclamation and management

Sustainable forest management

Land trusts

Conservation technology major
Volunteer work and research projects
Fire Mitigation
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Pre-Mastication
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Post-Mastication
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Pre-Hand Thinning
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Post-Hand Thinning
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DISCUSSION:

WHAT MORE CAN
WE DO?
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QUESTIONS?
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Download, save, or share session resources

guidebook
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